punishment have attracted criticism from the members of the community as well as
others in the larger society. Islam lays great stress on the proposition that man is
answerable to Allah for all his deeds on the Day of Judgement. To face this Day he
will be resurrected. It is asserted that nobody can intercede for him on that Day,
except with the permission of Allah. Finally, the 'five pillars of Islam' which set out
the five obligations of every Muslim must be noted. The first is the declaration of
belief in the unity of God and the prophet-hood of Muhammad. As explained in
chapter 2, Most Muslims have, over the centuries, fortified the prophet-hood by
declaring Muhammad as the last Prophet. The second insists on praying, preferably
in a mosque five times a day, at dawn, noon, afternoon, evening and night. (Shias
believe in praying three times). Special importance is attached to Namaz (prayer)
at noon on Friday. The third stipulates a fast from sunrise to sunset in the month of
Ramadan. Not even a drop of water is allowed during the fast. The aged and the
sick are, however, exempted. Ramadan is the month in which the Koran was first
revealed. According to the fourth, Zakat must be paid towards the welfare of the
poor out of one's assets. The fifth requires a Muslim to perform Hajj or religious
pilgrimage to Mecca at least once in his lifetime. Those who are physically disabled
or financially incapable are, however, exempted.
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